
16 June 2007

Professor Tadeusz Burczyński
President
Polish Association for Computational Mechanics
Silesian University of Technology
Department for Strength of Materials and Computational Mechanics
ul. Konarskiego 18A/102
44-100 Gliwice
Poland

Dear Professor Burczyński,

Please accept my most sincere thanks for honouring me by naming your most senior 
medal of computational mechanics in my name. This is a particular honour to me in view 
of my father’s origin in Poland and my own high school education in Katowice.

The work you must have put in choosing the artist has now paid-off and I am most 
impressed with the sculpture on which the medal is based.   Indeed a friend who was 
visiting us on the day of the arrival of your letter remarked on the extremely good way in 
which my resemblance was captured and indeed I am very much impressed by the whole 
outline of the sculpture and wait with impatience to hear the explanations of the artist to 
whom I think you should present my compliments.

As I am the honorary chairman of your congress I know I should be present to present the 
first awards of this medal. However, I have difficulties in travelling. For this reason I 
have to be absent. I am extremely impressed with the choice you have made for the first 
awards of the medal. The choice of the three Polish recipients is most interesting to me. 
Professor Szmelter was certainly one of the first who initiated the idea of finite elements 
in a very simple form of minimising the potential energy for the assembly of rectangles. 
Of course he did not realise its complete potential which was later developed but this 
early work certainly presents in a very clear way the whole idea on which the 
development of finite element is based. It is sad that the award has to be made 
posthumously but Joanna, his daughter, will be there to receive it. She herself is a finite 
element specialist. We have always kept contact. Please congratulate her for her father’s 
well deserved medal. 

The other two Polish recipients are well known to me. The first of these two, Prof M 
Kleiber is an old friend as we have collaborated and exchanged views for many years. 
Certainly his administrative responsibilities at the Academy Institute place him in a very 
eminent position from which he can be most effective in sponsoring computational 
mechanics. Further his recent promotion to the full presidency of the academy 
strengthens his position immensely. Moreover he is known for his scientific contributions 
and the numerous books he has published in the field. The ideas of stochastic finite 



elements are almost entirely due to his work. Prof Z. Kaczkowski is  known to me for his 
numerical contributions. He is certainly a distinguished researcher who has contributed 
very much to the subject of mechanics and his name is widely celebrated in the field. 

The three recipients who come from outside Poland are all known to me personally. Prof 
Mang is an old friend and I also know him through the activities of IACM where he has 
presided for some years. The congress he ran in Vienna is still a model of perfection and 
much envied by others. Prof G Maier has certainly done very much in directing the 
studies at his department in Milano to computational fields for which he is well known. 
He certainly contributed to an immense amount to dynamic problems of earthquake 
engineering and also such problems as fatigue, the repetitive failure, which often occurs 
in reality. Prof T. Oden will I understand not be present at your congress but will have to 
wait for the personal visit by Prof Burczyński to the USA. I know him well and have 
been impressed by his work since the late sixties when he published work on large 
deformation. This remains in the literature as a landmark which to the present day is 
frequently referenced. His work both for IACM and in general the computational field is 
appreciated by all. I know that I also will be a recipient of the medal and I am delighted 
that this will be presented to me by Prof Burczyński, in Swansea in the near future. 

I know the congress is going to be a great success as indeed it was in the previous years. I 
didn’t realise that it was already its 17th occasion but time flies. May I wish you all the 
very best for continuing activities in the future. It will unite those working in Poland and 
elsewhere in this field. My best wishes for your conference which I am sorry to miss.

O.C. Zienkiewicz


